
HRH Princess Laurentien of 
The Netherlands inaugurates new 
Bon Bini Festival at Fort Zoutman 


Buifael 



Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 


Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
am to 8:00 pm 
am to 6:00 pm 




E-mail: budgeFaruba@5etarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 





Dear Readers 


The Morning News informs its loyal readers that this 
Easter weekend there will be no newspaper. 

The next edition will be on Tuesday, April 10, 2012. 


With three-primary win, 
Romney turns on Obama 



Princess Laurentien and Minister Hooyboer Winkiaar unveii the 
new plaque with Minister Dowers looking on 


Staff members of the 
Aruba Historical Mu¬ 
seum were pleased to 
welcome HRH Princess 
Laurentien of The 
Netherlands, wife of 
HRM Queen Beatrix’s 
youngest son, HRH 
Prince Contantijn, to 
Fort Zoutman on Tues¬ 
day evening, April 3, for 
the inauguration of a re¬ 
vived and revamped 
Bon Bini Festival. 

The Bon Bini Festival 
is a charming introduc¬ 
tion to island culture and 
traditions in music and 
dance, from folkloric to 
carnival, staged at Fort 
Zoutman every Tuesday 
evening beginning at 
6:00 PM. 

Princess Laurentien was 
joined by Aruba’s Minister of 
Social and Economic Affairs 


& Culture, Michelle Hooy- 
boer-Winklaar and Minister 
of Justice and Education, 
Arthur Dowers, for the un¬ 


veiling of an attractive 
plaque, in Dutch, marking the 
occasion. 

Continued on page 4 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Mitt 
Romney went on the attack 
yesterday against US President 
Barack Obama, a day after tak¬ 
ing command of the race to be 
the Republican contender in 
November elections with a 
triple primary win. 

In a speech to newspaper ed¬ 
itors here, Romney blamed 
Obama for failing to turn around 
the US economy quickly 
enough and took a page from his 
own critics by accusing the pres¬ 
ident of hiding his frue intentions 
from voters. 

Romney said he was trou¬ 
bled by the president's recent re¬ 
marks on an open microphone 
to Russian President Dmitry 


Medvedev asking for "flexibil¬ 
ity" until after the US elections. 

"What exactly does Presi¬ 
dent Obama intend to do differ¬ 
ently once he is no longer 
accountable to the voters? Why 
does flexibility with foreign 
leaders require less accountabil¬ 
ity to the American people? And 
on what other issues will he 
state his tme position only after 
the election is over?" he said. 

With the thrust and parry, 
the presidential campaign ap¬ 
pears to have entered a new 
phase, one in which Romney 
seems to have finally shaken 
loose from the Republican pack 
to focus on Obama and the No¬ 
vember 6 elections. 




theRESIDENCES 


Wishing everyone Happy Easter Holidays! 
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Balasli 


hours-Serving 
12:00pm to 10:00ish, 
phone number 586-3904 

f>l\.SENER 


Balashi 


serving 
lunch and dinner 
seven 
days 
a week 


a, 


Revved in 


THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Fro 


$2.00 Balashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich 


^ 5 Burgers A 


■ _MENTION^Tt+IS AT TIME Of 0RDER!_ _ RnpQpnC A 

free[delivery in hotel area for orders over s50.0 Or * 


Fraud investigator Jose Camacho: 
“Skimming and harvesting practices on the 
rise during tourist high season” 



The Caribbean islands, as any 
other tourist destination in the 
world, are particularly vulnera¬ 
ble to criminal organizations 
seeking to carry out fraudulent 
activities, during the tourist high 
season. As the number of daily 
visitors increases on the islands, 
and many use credit cards and 
US Dollars as methods of pay¬ 
ment, opportunities arise for 
fraudsters, seeking ideal condi¬ 
tions for their operations. 

In addition to the large num¬ 
ber of potential victims, mer¬ 
chants tend to have temporary 
employees working, to fulfill the 


additional commerce generated. 
These workers might not be as 
vigilant or astute in watching for 
strange occurrences, such as 
ATM’s being tampered with. 
“These are exactly the kind of 
weaknesses that fraudsters take 
into consideration prior to their 
endeavor.” Says Jose Camacho, 
who for 25 years has led the in¬ 
vestigation of mayor cases con¬ 
cerning payment frauds 
worldwide for respected entities 
like American Express, the US 
Federal Court, the FBI and the 
US Secret Service. 

Camacho states that the 


problem of payment fraud and 
currency counterfeit is large 
and growing, as outcomes re¬ 
main extremely profitable and 
most countries’ laws don’t per¬ 
mit severe punishment on indi¬ 
viduals committing economic 
crimes: “Typically a fraudster 
would receive a lesser sentence 
of confinement, than a crimi¬ 
nal who uses violence when 
robbing a merchant.” Exact 
numbers of the Caribbean re¬ 
gion remain unknown, as 
many business entities prefer 
not to share their experiences 
with the public. One indicator 



of how the problem affects our 
geographical area is the fact 
that many countries choose to 
redesign their currency fre¬ 
quently, even at a costly price. 

Today’s environment is 
threatened by criminal organi¬ 
zations that travel the globe, 
carrying out their fraudulent 
acts in a very organized man¬ 


ner. The level of expertise can 
differ, however it is not un¬ 
common for these groups of 
individuals to be technologi¬ 
cally savvy, and have invested 
time, effort and money in ap¬ 
propriating their knowledge 
and equipment through local 
vendors and the internet. 

Continued on page 3 


Community Passover 
Seder to be at Scabeche 
Restaurant on Friday 



The seder-plate 


Parallel with Good 
Friday this coming 
weekend will be 
the first two Seders 
of Passover, inter¬ 
ested Parties are 
welcome to join the 
congregation of 
Temple Beth Israel 
for their traditional 
community obser¬ 
vance, this year to 
start on Friday 
evening, April 6 at 
Scabeche Restau¬ 
rant in the 
Caribbean Palm 
Villas in Noord. 

Services and a 
traditional dinner 
will begin at 7:00 
PM. The restau¬ 
rant’s kitchen will 
go through a thorough kosher- 
ing process on Friday morning, 
right down to the plates and 
silverware, under the watchful 
eye of Rabbi Dr. Mario Gure¬ 
vich, spiritual leader of 
Aruba’s Jewish community. 

Traditional prayers, the four 
questions and the hunt for the 
Afikomen for the youngsters 
are all part of the annual ritual. 
The menu will include fresh 
made gefilte fish, matzoh ball 
soup, each table will have their 
own Seder Plate and chicken 


as a mam course. 

A short Kabalat beginning 
at 6:30 will precede the 
Passover service and dinner, as 
it is the beginning of the Sab¬ 
bath. Tickets for services and 
dinner are $75 for adults and 
$35 for children; reservations 
can be made with Rabbi Dr. 
Gurevich via e-mail: rab- 
biaruba@gmail.com, or by 
calling 582-3272, or pass by 
the temple at Adriaan Facie 
Boulevard #2 in Oranjestad. 
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ARUBA MARRIOTT RESORT | 520-6601 1 RESERVATIONS NOT NEEDED 


$ 34-95 


kids 6 — 13 kalf-price 
kids under 5 free 

SUNDAY APRIL 81 




c^djtcr 

73ru/im 


FRESH FRUIT SMOOTHIE STATION [ SALAD STATION 
PEEL AND EAT SHRIMP | SMOKED SALMON DISPLAY 
GARLIC SPIKED PRIME RIB 
FRESH BAKED MUFFINS AND PASTRIES 
BAKED GROUPER IN TOMATO BASIL CREAM 
GLAZED PINEAPPLE HONEY BAKED HAM 
OMELET STATION.,, AND MORE! 


T J S EASTER BUNNY 
EASTER EGG HUNT 


Aruban kids invited to join creativity 


competition 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with the Florida Caribbean 
Cruise Association (FCCA) in¬ 
vites Aruban kids to join a very 
diverse creativity competition. 

This promises to be a great 
pastime for our kids during the 
upcoming vacation period. The 
competition is for kids be¬ 
tween the ages of 12 and 
younger (junior) and for chil¬ 
dren between 13 to 16 years of 
age (senior). 

The objective of the compe¬ 
tition is for children to create 
an “Environmental Poster.” 
Through this competition the 
ATA and FCCA want to stim¬ 
ulate our children to become 
more conscious of our envi¬ 
ronment. The children must 
demonstrate on their poster 



three ways how Aruba can 
make a difference in preser¬ 
ving our environment. 

Each child should give their 
poster a title and write a short 
description of their poster. 
Kids should pay attention too 
that the poster and their written 
description must be in the Eng¬ 
lish language. This is because 


winners will be participating in 
a competition of members of 
FCCA in the Caribbean. The 
poster must be 22”X28” in size 
and will be judged based on its 
creativity, relevance of the 
theme, content and the quality 
of the design. The poster may 
be done in color, or in black 
and white. It may be a collage 
of whatever means the child 
chooses, such as, for example, 
paint, markers, color pencils, 
ect. 

Children interested in par¬ 
ticipating should contact the 
head of their school for more 
information, or they can down¬ 
load the requirements and the 
registration form at www. 
amba.com/fcca, and submit 
this to the head of their school. 

Continued on page 4 


Hop along to La Vista 
Restaurant for a fun filled 
Easter Sunday Brunch 



Aruba Marriott is ready for 
Easter Sunday and is preparing 
an extensive, delicious brunch 
at La Vista. On Sunday April 8, 
you and your family are in¬ 
vited for a festive Easter 
Bmnch. La Vista’s wide-rang¬ 
ing Easter bmnch starts at 7 am 
and will continue until 2 pm. A 
variety of food selections is of¬ 
fered; omelet station, eggs 
benedict, vanilla pancakes, and 
homemade pastechis. In addi¬ 
tion the buffet offers be peel 
and eat shrimp, a smoked 
salmon display and baked 
grouper in tomato basil cream. 
The carving station will feature 
garlic spiked prime rib and 
glazed pineapple honey baked 
ham. To top it off fresh baked 
muffins and pastries, mouth 
watering desserts and a variety 
of fresh fruits and fruit 
smoothies. 


The Easter Sunday Bmnch 
at La Vista can be enjoyed at a 
price of $34.95 per person. 
Kids between 5 till 12 years eat 
for half of the price and kids 
under 5 years eat free. A reser¬ 
vation is not needed at La 
Vista; it is first come, first 
serve. During the bmnch the 
Easter Bunny will be present 
for the egg hunt and kids can 
enjoy face painting. 

La Vista is located at the 
Amba Marriott Resort & Stel- 
laris Casino and offers a kids 
comer, a lounge bar, indoor as 
well as outdoor seating areas 
where you can enjoy the fresh 
breeze of the— ocean and a 
magnificent view of Aruba’s 
marvelous blue ocean. The 
staff of La Vista invites every¬ 
one to come and celebrate 
Easter Sunday with family and 
friends. 


Skimming and harvesting 
practices... 

Continued from page 2 


“Thus, it is a wide open en¬ 
terprise and banks, card com¬ 
panies and private issuers are 
addressing different fraud de¬ 
terrent measures constantly,” 
according to Camacho, who 
will be the main speaker at 
the “Mind Your Eye” interna¬ 
tional conference on currency 
counterfeit and credit card 
fraud in Amba this June. 

Skimming and harvesting 
practices are particularly 
common in bars, clubs, 


restaurants and gas stations. 
However banks in South 
America are also very famil¬ 
iar with frauds at ATM-ma- 
chines, involving card 
scanning devices, miniature 
cameras, ghost keypads and 
in some cases the hacking of 
ATM-software. The most 
costly type of fraud continues 
to be credit card fraud, which 
affects millions of people 
every year. 
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3-COURSE MENU 
Appetizer! Cream of Broccoli Soup or Caesar Salad 
tnlree\ Skirt Steak or Fish Fry, deep fried fish in batter 
Dessert: Sorbet or Crepes with Dulce de Leche 


$25 


'+15% service charge and tax 

Or enjoy our regular A La Carte Menu • Open daily 11:30am to 11pm * Kids Playroom * Live Music 

For reservation call 582-3677. Wilhelminastraat 80. Oranjestad [ JOIN US ON| 


facebook 


Aruban kids invited... 


Continued from page 3 

The completed “Environmental 
Poster” should be submitted to 
the school that the child attends, 
and it is the school that will se¬ 
lect a winner in each category. 
Those posters selected will be 
submitted to ATA on April 23rd. 
The ATA team will then select 
one winner in each category 
which in turn will be sent to 


Miami for the final competition. 

The winners selected by 
FCCA will receive very attrac¬ 
tive prizes including US$3000 
for the winning poster. Auto¬ 
matically, the school of the 
winning child will receive the 
same amount as their prize. 

Aruba Tourism Association 
(ATA) encourages our children 


of Aruba to participate in this 
excellent competition and to 
demonstrate their intelligence, 
and interest in our environment 
and to show the creativity of 
our future generation. For 
more information, you may 
contact Gloria Vega at 582- 
3777 ext.242, or Shadira Fin- 
gal at 582-3777 ext.269. 



accountants 

THE FOCUS IS ON YOU! 

The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian hope which makes us have that 
confidence in Cod, in his ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love. 


HRH Princess Laurentien of 
The Netherlands inaugurates 
new Bon Bini Festival... 


Continued from page 1 



Folkloric Dancers at the Historical Museum 



Princess Laurentien meets a larger 
than life Mr Finny 


HRH Princess Fau- 
rentien has been a 
vigorous advocate 
of literacy pro¬ 
grams and laws in 
Holland; she was 
visiting Aruba for 
the launch of the 
Papiamento version 
of the children’s 
book she authored, 

“Mr. Finney and 
the Other Side of 
the Water,” which 
was very much in¬ 
spired by Aruba’s 
concern about cli¬ 
mate change and 
effects it will have 
on island nations 
Greeting the 
visiting princess 
and her family at 
the door of the mu¬ 
seum were not 
only the cast and crew of 
show along with museum and 
Fort Zoutman staff, but they 
were very pleasantly sur¬ 
prised and amused by a 
larger-than-life Mr. Finny, a 
dolphin/human hybrid who is 
the main character of her 
books. His search for answers 


to hard questions about the 
environment and the damage 
it has been done, are charm¬ 
ingly woven into her chil¬ 
dren’s tales, simultaneously 
encouraging reading and a 
concern for the eco-system. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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CMB 


CARIBBEAN MERCANTILE BANK N.V. 


In spite of the economic and financial challenges of 2011, our results were satisfying and should be a clear indication of our believe that Aruba is a great place to do 
business, Caribbean Mercantile ISank N.V will continue to invest and seize those opportunities to create employment and well being for a better community as a whole. 


OF OOliOllFINiaitOlM fOSIflOI 







BAHK^V. 



FZNAHCUUi MtC&MklCi-ITOe IN AMOUNTS (AFL) 


2011 

2010 

Total Assets 

1,32 S, 607,OOO 

1,275,698,000 

Total Customer Deposits 

1,120,457,000 

1,105,142,000 

Total Loans and Advances 

858,534,000 

798,386,000 

Shareholders Equity 

141,192,000 

127,909,000 

Net Profit After Tax 

43,964,000 

40,019,000 

FIHAnCIAIi HIRKMQHVB IN PERCENTAGES (%) 

Growth in Total Assets 

4.15% 


Growth in Total Customer Deposits 

1.39% 


Growth in Loans and Advances 

7.53% 


Growth in Net Profit After Tax 

9.86% 


other ott data 

OF THE CMB GROUP 



2011 

2010 

Staff 

285 

271 

Branches 

6 

6 

Baneomatieo ATMs 

45 

42 

Client Accounts 

178,817 

166,234 


INCOME STATEMENT 

The income presented in our Financial statements represents the total income for all 4 companies operating onshore and international businesses based 
in Aruba. International business and investment activities are a key source and contributor to the bank's consolidated income. Net Profits after tax in 
accordance with Central Bank of Aruba's guidelines were almost AFL. 44 million. 

All business areas contributed to these results and the net result after tax grew in 2011 by 9.9%. 

From CMB N.V's total revenues, 27% went to paying personnel expenses* 21% to paying other operating expenses* 13% to paying taxes, 

2% to strengthening our reserve for banking risks, and 37% to net profit, hence an appropriate distribution among all stakeholders. 

FINANCIAL POSITION 

CMB N.V/s consolidated total assets at the end of December 2011 totaled AFL. 1,329 million, for an increase of 4,2%. 

The total of loans and advances to customers increased by 7.5% over 2010. 

Our customer deposits showed an increase of 1.4%. 

At the end of December 2011, the book value of CMB N.V.'s Stockholders' Equity surpassed 141 million florin. As a result, CMB N.V. 
has a stronger capital base and is well positioned for the future. This solid capital base is a key strength that our communities and 
clients can depend on as we build for the future, 

TAXES 

CMB N.V, paid AFL. 16 million in profit taxes in 2011. This amount combined with employee wage and foreign exchange taxes resulted 
in CMB N.V. facilitating Land Aruba with amounts in excess of 32 million florin. Over the past ten years CMB N.V. has contributed well 
over 215 million florin to Aruba's tax revenues. 

EMPLOYMENT 

At the end of 2011, CMB N.V, directly employed 285 persons. During the year, CMB N.V, paid its employees total salaries and employee 
benefits amounting to AFL. 32,4 million. 

COMMUNITY 

CMB N,V, generously donated and financially sponsored approximately AFL, 47(3,000 to neighborhood, religious and sports 
organizations and to institutions benefiting the youth. Not included in these monetary figures is the assistance given by our 
volunteer staff to the young and the elderly, in organizations and in homes for the aged. 

LOANS 

A considerable portion of our loans portfolio is managed by Retail Loans, a division that achieved significant results by offering attractive 
mortgage and consumer lending products. 

DANKI! 

Caribbean Mercantile Rank N.V, wants to thank its customers, employees, directors, affiliate. The Bank of Nova Scotia, and shareholder, Madura & Curiel's Bank N,V,, 
for their patronage and support, thereby making the year 2011 a successful one. Pabien! 

For the full Consolidated Financial Highlights for the financial years 2011 and 2010, the Explanatory Notes to the Consolidated Financial Highlights, 
and the Auditors' Report thereto from KPMG Accountants B.V., please write to: 

Annual Report 2011, P + 0 + Box 23, Caya G.F. Beticn Croes 53 - Oranjestad, Aruba, for a free copy of our 2011 Annual Report, 
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Bringing 
Autism 
into focus 
on Aruba 

ORANJESTAD - The land¬ 
mark “I Love Aruba” in front 
of City Hall building, was 
highlighted recently on 
World Autism Aawareness 
Day (WAAD) with a display 
of a blue background poster 
of World Autsim Awareness 
Day affixed to its red heart. 
Everyone, including thou¬ 
sands of cruise tourists and 
locals stopped to reflect on 
WAAD. 

Autism is a disorder in the 
neurological development 
which affects primarily the 
area of communication. The 
goal is to stimulate recogni¬ 
tion of the signals of an autis¬ 
tic person, preferably from 
the earliest years of a child, 
so that the child can receive 
the necessary guidance and 
support to be able to learn 
communication skills. 

Fundacion Autismo 
Aruba, together with other in¬ 
stances are working dilli- 
gently on increasing their 
knowledge of being able to 
recognize autism and to cre¬ 
ate a line of understanding on 
all levels. They hope to one 
day have a structural proce¬ 
dure to service the interests of 
all persons on the island with 
autistic children and their 
families. The objective is to 
get these children to also par¬ 
ticipate actively in the local 
community 

World Autism Awareness 
Day was proclaimed by the 
United Nations. Globally 
they hold activities similar to 
what we do here to make 
people more aware of people 
with autism and to lend a 
hand wherever that is possi¬ 
ble. Statistics from the Center 
For Diseas Control in the 
USA have shown that the in¬ 
cidence of autism is alarm¬ 
ing, which makes it very 
difficult to provide adequate 
support and facilities for the 
disease and its sufferers. 


Dutch Navy led operation results in 500 kg cocaine drug bust 


THE CARIBBEAN - An in¬ 
ternational counterdrug oper¬ 
ation on the high Caribbean 
seas leads to a significant 
drug bust of 500 kg of co¬ 
caine, the Royal Netherlands 
Navy in Curasao discloses. 
As the case is currently under 
investigation, information 
could not have been released 
earlier. 


As part of Operation Mar- 
tillo, the commander of the 
Netherlands Forces in the 
Caribbean directed the US 
frigate USS Elrod to intercept 
after the Dutch Caribbean 
Coast Guard maritime patrol 
aircraft 6 Dash 8’ sighted a 
fast moving 4 go fast’ speed¬ 
boat. 

While Elrod’s helicopter 


managed to bring the chase to 
a halt, the suspected drug 
runners on board the 4 go fast’ 
started to throw their cargo 
over board in an attempted to 
escape capture. 

The vigilant 4 Dash 8’ had 
remained on station however 
and kept track of the contra¬ 
band while the US Coast 
Guard law detachment on 


board Elrod took 4 persons 
on board the 4 go fast’ into 
custody. When tests proved 
the retrieved cargo to be co¬ 
caine, the 4 persons on board 
were arrested. 

The USS Elrod is sched¬ 
uled for a port visit to Cu¬ 
rasao, where a change of 
command of the US Navy 
frigate will take place. 


Operation Martillo is a 
multi-national collaborative 
effort to counter the spread of 
transnational organized crime 
in Central America. It is a op¬ 
eration lead by the Joint Inter¬ 
agency Task Force South and 
denies organized crime net¬ 
works the ability to conduct 
illicit trafficking via targeted 
air and maritime domains. 
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Clinton warns Iran time not 'infinite* for talks 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton on Wednesday warned 
Iran that time was not "infi¬ 
nite" for diplomacy and that 
"all options remain on the 
table" after a dispute over the 
venue of talks. 

Clinton said that the Euro¬ 
pean Union would look into 
setting a time and place for 
long-moribund talks on Iran's 
nuclear program but vowed 
that the United States would 
maintain "strong pressure" to 
address concerns. 

"We want to see a peaceful 
resolution of the international 
community's concerns, but the 
time for diplomacy is not infi¬ 
nite and all options remain on 
the table to prevent Iran from 
acquiring a nuclear weapon," 
Clinton said. 

"Until Iran comes into 
compliance with its interna¬ 
tional obligations and demon¬ 
strates the peaceful intent of 
its nuclear program, they will 
continue to face strong pres¬ 
sure and isolation," she said. 

"So the sooner that we can 
begin talks, the better it will 
be," she said at a joint news 
conference with Kosovo 
Prime Minister Hashim Thaci. 

Clinton had earlier said that 


the talks between Iran and six 
world powers — Britain, 
China, France, Germany, Rus¬ 
sia and the United States — 
would begin on April 13 in Is¬ 
tanbul. 

But Iran said Tuesday that 
it objected to holding the talks 
in Turkey, which cut imports 
of oil from its neighbor in re¬ 
sponse to US threats of sanc¬ 
tions. 

Instead, according to Iraq's 
foreign ministry, Iran has for¬ 
mally requested Baghdad hold 
the April 13-14 negotiations. 

Clinton said that EU for¬ 
eign policy chief Catherine 
Ashton was working with Iran 
to determine the details of the 
talks. 

"We understand that these 
consultations are at an ad¬ 
vanced stage and we expect 
that Lady Ashton will for¬ 
mally announce the date and 
place of the talks once it is fi¬ 
nally confirmed," Clinton 
said. 

Israel has voiced growing 
impatience with Iran, leading 
to speculation it may launch a 
military strike. Israel and 
some Western officials fear 
that Iran is developing a nu¬ 
clear weapon, but Tehran says 
its work is for peaceful pur¬ 


landoor 

^ the Indian (/‘till houic 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday-Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


poses. 

The last round of talks be¬ 
tween Iran and the so-called 
P5+1 group was held in Istan¬ 
bul in January 2011 and ended 


in failure. Geneva hosted the 
round before that in late 2010. 

Wendy Sherman, the under 
secretary of state for political 
affairs, is expected to repre¬ 


sent the United States in any 
upcoming round of talks, State 
Department spokesman Mark 
Toner said. 


With three-primary win, 

continued from page 01 



His main rival for the Repub¬ 
lican nomination, Rick Santo- 
rum, did not even rate a 
mention in Romney's speech, 
the morning after the former 
Pennsylvania senator was de¬ 
feated in primaries in Wiscon¬ 
sin, Maryland and the capital 
Washington. 

"We won them all! This re¬ 
ally has been quite a night," 
Romney told supporters in 
Wisconsin, where he won by 
nearly five percentage points. 

An undaunted Santorum 
vowed to fight on, barnstorm¬ 
ing Wednesday across his 
home state of Pennsylvania, a 
key battleground where voters 
will go to the polls on April 
24. 

"There's a long way to go" 
in the Republican primaries 
race, Santorum told a few hun¬ 
dred people gathered at the 
local courthouse in Hollidays- 
burg. 

"Getting the right candidate 
is more important than getting 
the first candidate." 


On Tuesday night, Santo¬ 
rum said the field "looks a lit¬ 
tle different in May," referring 
to upcoming votes in more 
conservative states such as 
Texas. 

But with delegates piling up 
in Romney's column, the elec¬ 
toral math told a different 
story, one of rapidly diminish¬ 
ing prospects for a Santorum 
candidacy despite strong sup¬ 
port from religious conserva¬ 
tives. 

Romney has 652 delegates 
after Tuesday's primaries, well 
over half the 1,144 needed to 
be crowned the Republican 
flag-bearer at the party's na¬ 
tional convention in Tampa, 
Florida in August. 

He is already acting like the 
nominee, training his political 
fire on Obama's "government- 
centered society" and no 
longer mentioning his Repub¬ 
lican rivals on the campaign 
trail. 

Romney must still over¬ 
come skepticism from conser¬ 


vatives, who fear the ex-gov¬ 
ernor of liberal Massachusetts 
will tack to the left once he 
wins the nomination in order 
to appeal to the all-important 
independents. 

"He now is halfway to the 
nomination, but only 
halfway," said Steffen 
Schmidt, a political scientist at 
Iowa State University. "He is 
the inevitable nominee, still 
tortured by the other three 
contenders in the GOP." 

"There are still too many 
'Anybody but Romney' Re¬ 
publicans so it will be a big ef¬ 
fort to bring them on board," 
he said. 

Santorum, a conservative 
Catholic and staunch oppo¬ 
nent of abortion and gay mar¬ 
riage, virtually ignored 
Tuesday's contests in Mary¬ 
land and the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, to concentrate on the 
important midwestern state of 
Wisconsin. 

But in the end, Romney had 
43 percent of the vote to San- 
torum's 38 percent. 

Romney won 49 percent to 
Santorum's 29 percent in 
Maryland and dominated with 
70 percent in Washington, 
with former House speaker 
Newt Gingrich and Texas con¬ 
gressman Ron Paul trailing far 
behind in all three contests. 

"Let's face it. Mitt Romney 
is going to be the nominee," 
said prominent Romney sup¬ 
porter Tim Pawlenty, a former 
Minnesota governor. 

Romney has now won 24 
out of 37 nominating contests. 
Santorum has racked up 11 
victories and has well under 
half Romney's delegate count. 
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IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT £ CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9PM NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 

THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 


COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 



$1000 Easter Free* Slot Tournament 

Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012 
6:30 pan. — 8:30 pan. 

* Accumulate 250 points while playing on our Slot Machines and be eligible 
for a Free entry to participate in our Slot Tournament on Easter Sunday 

For Slot Tournament, new casino members will have a special Sign Up Fee of 
$5 to participate. 

Would you like to DOUBLE your points? Come and Play our new Slot 
Machines on Thursday April 5, 2012. 


REGENCY 
ARUBA T 
A HYATT RESORT AND CASINO 


For more information about the Slot 
Tournament, please contact our Players 
Advantage Club at 586-1234 ext 4583. 


Mexico extradites alleged drug 
kingpin to US 


WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 


Belgian charged with possessing 
millions of child sex images 


BRUSSELS - (AFP) - A 53- 
year-old Belgian male nurse 
was charged with possession 
of millions of child sex images 
and sexually abusing 23 mi¬ 
nors in Belgium, Brazil and 
Poland, prosecutors said 
Wednesday. 

The man, identified as Marc 
S., is suspected of abusing 13 
children in Brazil, five in 
Poland and five in Belgium, 
said a spokesman for the Brus¬ 
sels prosecutor’s office. 

The suspect was arrested in 
the northern Brazilian city of 
Belem in 2006 but he fled the 
country five days later when he 
was released pending a trial, 
according to the Flemish daily 


De Morgen. 

Belgian authorities, who 
were contacted by Brazilian 
counterparts, discovered 10 
million child pom files on the 
suspect's computer in March 
and April 2011, including 
videos of the man abusing chil¬ 
dren, the prosecutor's office 
said. 

The images indicate that the 
crimes committed in Belgium 
took place as far back as the 
1980s and 1990s. 

The suspect, who has been 
held in preventive detention 
since January 31, worked at 
the Saint-Alexius Psychiatric 
Centre in the Bmssels suburb 
of Grimbergen. 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) - Mex¬ 
ico has extradited an alleged 
drug kingpin to the United 
States from the powerful 
Sinaloa cartel of Mexico's 
most wanted man Joaquin 
"Shorty" Guzman, Mexican 
officials said Wednesday. 

Jesus Zambada was handed 
to US officials at the US-Mex- 
ico border on Tuesday and sent 
to a jail in New York, where he 
has been indicted in federal 
court, said an official from the 
attorney general's office. 

Nicknamed "The King," 
Zambada is brother to Ismael 
"Mayo" Zambada, the alleged 
second-in-command of the 
powerful Sinaloa Federation, 
which is believed to operate in 
more than 48 countries. 

He was detained in October 
2008 after a shootout with po¬ 
lice in the north of the Mexican 
capital and presented by the 
authorities as a leader within 
the notorious gang who had 


worked to smuggle cocaine 
from South America. 

He was accused of control¬ 
ling imports of cocaine and 
precursor chemicals for syn¬ 
thetic drugs through Mexico 
City international airport. 

The extradition is part of a 
five-year crackdown on drug 
gangs by the government of 
President Felipe Calderon, 
which has seen a rise of vio¬ 
lence despite tens of thousands 
of soldiers deployed. 


Some 50,000 deaths — of 
suspected criminals, security 
forces and civilians — have 
been blamed on drug violence 
since the campaign began in 
December 2006. 

The Sinaloa cartel, based in 
the eponymous drug-traffick¬ 
ing northwestern state, has al¬ 
lied with other gangs in turf 
wars against the ultra-violent 
Zetas drug gang, according to 
the US Drug Enforcement Ad¬ 
ministration. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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-ACQUA- 

CONDOMINIUM 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR FINANCING PROGRAM 



LUXURIOUS 


[•iWlWJAIIMlIJAK 



2 bedr/2bath Starting from 

US$. 227,700.00 


Excellent Investment 
ON PROPERTY LAND 

Visit our Model Suite: 

J.E. Irausquin Boulevard Palm Beach. ARUBA 

Phone: (297) 730.98.01 - (297) 586.96.96 

www.acquaruba.com 



Health & 


Gene trawl shows clues, but also 
complexity, in autism 


(AFP) - Researchers said on 
Wednesday they had found 
three more genes implicated 
in autism and turned up some 
evidence to explain why the 
disorder occurs more fre¬ 
quently among children of 
older parents. 

Mutations in three genes 
called CHD8, SNC2A and 
KATNAL2 were found 
among children with so-called 
autism spectrum disorders 
(ASD), according to one of a 
trio of papers published in the 
journal Nature. 

But many more faulty genes 
remain to be found and under¬ 
standing how they do their 
disruptive work will be an 
even greater task, the authors 
said. 

"We now have a good sense 
of the large number of genes 
involved in autism and have 
discovered about 10 percent 
of them," said Joseph 
Buxbaum, a professor of neu¬ 
roscience at the Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine in New 
York. 

"We need to study many 
more parents and their af¬ 
fected children if we are to un¬ 
cover the genes important in 
ASD. As these genes are fur¬ 


ther characterised, this will 
lead to earlier diagnosis and 
novel drug development. This 
work is crucial for advancing 
autism treatment." 

ASD describes a broad 
range of impairments in which 
an individual is unable or un¬ 
willing to communicate or in¬ 
teract with others, often 
cripplingly so. 

Some patients have delays 
in their cognitive develop¬ 
ment, whereas others can have 
dazzling gifts in specific fields 
such as maths or music. 

Previous research has found 
a strong, but poorly under¬ 
stood, inherited link to ASD. 

But there are also many 
cases that occur in families 
where there is no known his¬ 
tory of the disease. 

Delving into this phenome¬ 
non of "sporadic" autism, a 
team from Yale University say 
they believe about 15 percent 
of cases occur in new gene 
mutations which occur at con¬ 
ception. 

They are also more frequent 
in children born to older fa¬ 
thers, a finding that at least 
partially explains why there is 
an increased risk of autism in 
children of older parents. 


But exactly how these mu¬ 
tations affect cerebral devel¬ 
opment is unclear. 

The third paper, also prob¬ 
ing "sporadic" autism, found 
that many of the new variants 
seemed to have no immediate 
connection with the disorder 
itself. 

All three investigations 
were based on comparing the 
genome, or DNA code, be¬ 
tween hundreds of individuals 
with ASD and those who do 
not have the disorder. 

Once prohibitively expen¬ 
sive, gene sequencing has 
fallen dramatically in cost 
thanks to cheap computing, 
and this is proving a boon for 
fundamental research in 
health. 

"Prior to the advent of new 
DNA sequencing technology, 
we were largely wandering in 
the dark searching for autism 
genes," said Yale researcher 
Matthew State. 

"Now we are getting a clear 
view of the genetic landscape 
and finally have the tools in 
hand to find a large proportion 
of the many genes contribut¬ 
ing to autism." 


135 states agree anti-tobacco 
trafficking deal 



(AFP) - Negotiators from 135 
nations sealed Wednesday a 
global deal to stem the illegal 
tobacco trade that could net 
governments $50 billion more 
annually in tax revenues, the 
World Health Organisation 
said. 

"Illicit trade in tobacco is 
one of the most dangerous 
trades at the moment, it's a 
way of getting cheap, illegal 
cigarettes into the hands of 
young people, poor people, 
people who are in a vulnerable 
position," said Ian Walton- 
George, who chaired the nego¬ 
tiations. 

The protocol, to be put to a 
ministerial meeting in Novem¬ 
ber in Seoul for adoption, 
would not only have a health 
impact, but could also help 
governments recover between 
$40 and $50 billion in duties 


lost in smuggling. 

It would require 
signatory states to es¬ 
tablish a tracking 
mechanism that could 
help detect and inves¬ 
tigate any illegal trade 
in tobacco products. 

Companies in¬ 
volved in the trade, in¬ 
cluding agents, 
suppliers and tobacco 
manufacturers, would 
have to be licensed under the 
deal. 

Manufacturers would also 
have to carry out checks on 
their customers to ensure that 
they are genuine or if they 
have associations with crimi¬ 
nal organisations. 

The products themselves 
would also have identification 
markings showing where they 
were produced, when they 
were produced and who were 
their first customers. 

"If those products with iden¬ 
tification markings fall out of 
the legal chain, then we can 
check who produced them, 
who is the first customer," said 
Walton-George. 

"This would make sure that 
if there are bad apples in the 
chain, then we can take action 
to stop that leakage." 




Mainstreet PowntownramM 


Ladles wear 
►And girls wear 


Aruba's One 
And Only 
department 
Store 


Textile & notions, 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and more, 


Men swear, 
luggage and more 


Aruba's 


*v> oir 

La Linda's Office an soon 
cafeteria & more. 


4 


Store 


Samsonite 


Tel :5 8 22120 Caya &.F Betico Croes 1-3 In the beginning of the mainstreet. 


For the 
Whole 
Family 


Best 

Brands 

Best 

Prices 
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Sunday April ft 
at l:OOpm 


At th e 

TheWestin 

RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 

Progressive more than 

Awg 20,000 

Progressive within 50 calls 

51 or more Awg 1000. Guaranteed. 

Free Soft Drinks, Coffee, Thee & Snacks 
NO alcohol. 

2x Powerball 


1st 

$100 

2nd 

$100 

3rd 

$100 

4th 

$150 

5th 

$150 

Intermission 

6th 

$175 

7th 

$225 

8th 

Progr. 

9th 

$500 



Lots of easter egg with prizes!! 

Bingo 
package 
8 / Afls 14 


*4 






Thai Restaurant sAwasoee 

FRESH ANPJELICIOVS THAI FOOP COOKEP FRESH TO ORPER. 
% v HOKE GROWN HERRS ANP SPICES 

RIG VARIETY ON VEGETARIAN PISHES 

' '* Located at Palm Beach 186b, next to Wendy's at 

walking distance from High Rise Hotels, phone 586 8071 

. 


-J-i--L -- 

J 



Sci-Tech 


Worst rains in 14 years 
wash out Ecuadoran 
farmers 



BABAHOYO (AFP) - Thou¬ 
sands of poor Ecuadoran farm¬ 
ers are watching their 
livelihoods being washed 
away, hit by the worst rainfall 
in 14 years which has cost 24 
lives and left a heart-breaking 
trail of damage. 

"What the water gives, the 
water takes away," said elderly 
Francisco Barzola, sadly re¬ 
counting how he has lost 
everything since the rains 
came at the start of the year. 

"We are suffering with all 
this water that God has sent us, 
and which is now up to our 
necks," he said at his home in 
Los Compadres in the coastal 
province of Guayas, which 
stretches down to the Pacific 
Ocean. 

And more misery is in sight, 
with the rains predicted to con¬ 
tinue for another month in 
flooded coastal areas. Thou¬ 
sands of people have already 
been forced to flee, and 186 
homes have been left water¬ 
logged and uninhabitable. 

Vast rural areas of the coast 
have been inundated, affecting 
some 80,000 people and the 
government has declared a 
state of emergency in Guayas, 
as well as in six other 
provinces. 

The rising rain waters have 
now caused the worst flooding 
in Ecuador since the El Nino 
phenomenon left $4 billion in 
water damage in 1997-1998, 
the worst in South American 
history. 

But this time it is not the 
heating effect of El Nino on 


the ocean surface which is 
causing the rain. Rather the 
current deluge is caused by a 
weather system bringing high 
humidity, weather experts said. 

About 34,000 hectares of 
crops have been lost and an¬ 
other 9,000 hectares of rice 
and com damaged. 

Nearby, a house was com¬ 
pletely surrounded by water as 
if it were stranded on an island, 
abandoned by its occupants 
and protected by a religious 
picture placed over the door¬ 
way. 

In Salamina, the school, 
church and a park were 
flooded by a green, stinking 
water now infested by mosqui¬ 
toes. The local government has 
closed schools for the next two 
weeks because of water dam¬ 
age. 

Some parts of the road to 
Babahoyo, capital of the 
province of Los Rios, are so 
flooded that motorized canoes 
are being used throughout the 
area to transport people and 
belongings to safety. 

Some local residents are 
also trying to earn a few dol¬ 
lars by guiding vehicles 
through the flooded roadways. 

Juan Romero, one of the 
residents, said: "I have had to 
herd the cattle by swimming or 
canoeing. There are places you 
can't get through even on 
horseback." 

He was keeping watch over 
a pasture where vultures hov¬ 
ered over the carcasses of 
drowned calves. "I hope that it 
stops raining," he said. 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


zVa* Stone. at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


Le Petit (afe 


$9.95 


2 Fggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes , toast anil coffee or tea . 


FOR LUNCH 

**£*£ Va/id iAJf&i d£/}eh f>ho*f&£icy*7a/ o/?khS oh CjOtlfonS 

s/o 


Bird 

Le Petit Cafe 



Qtane 


C^ril£ Restaurant £ Bar Every Day /ron* 5-? p*u 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignott 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


Va/sd 4 l ih oh 

_ Vo d/rahq*.. 


d?sS2> /=^Z2>WY'- 


Dutch court orders payment for Anne Frank's tree 



THE HAGUE (AFP) - A foun¬ 
dation set up to preserve a 
chestnut tree mentioned by 
Jewish teenager Anne Frank in 
her World War II diary must 
pay 16,000 euros ($21,000) for 
its clean-up, a Dutch court 
ruled Wednesday. 

The Amsterdam-based Sup¬ 
port Anne Frank Tree Founda¬ 
tion said however it did not 
have the money to pay a com¬ 
pany responsible for the his¬ 
toric chestnut's removal and 
storage after it collapsed in 
strong winds in 2010. 

"At the moment we don't 
have the money and probably 
never will," foundation official 
Arnold Heertje told AFP, fol¬ 
lowing the judgment against it 
by the Amsterdam District 
Court. 

The Van der Feij company 
in 2008 built a steel frame to 
support the diseased tree, some 


20 metres (65 feet) tall and es¬ 
timated to be more than 160 
years old, which was over¬ 
looked by the annexe where 
Frank and her family hid from 
Nazi occupiers until found out 
in 1944. 

After it was blown down in 
August 2010, Van der Feij cut 
the tree "into very large pieces 
which were stored in a dry and 
ventilated area," its spokesman 
Bram van Uchelen told AFP. 

The court ordered the Sup¬ 
port Anne Frank Tree Founda¬ 
tion to pay Van der Feij — 
which lodged a claim — 16,000 
euros in removal and storage 
costs. 

If no payment was received, 
Van der Feij was under no ob¬ 
ligation to give back the tree's 
remains, the court said. 

Anne Frank died in 1945 
aged 15 at the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp in north¬ 



Tsstc of 

’Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


ern Germany and the annexe 
where she hid while writing a 
diary is today a popular mu¬ 
seum on Amsterdam's Keizers- 
gracht. 

She wrote in her diary on 
February 23, 1944: "The two 
of us looked at the blue sky, the 
bare chestnut tree glistening 


with dew, the seagulls and 
other birds glinting with silver 
as they swooped though the 
air." 

"We were so moved and en¬ 
tranced we couldn't speak." 

Saplings from the chestnut 
were been planted around the 
world including in Paris and at 


the White House before the 
tree buckled two years ago. 

"In the beginning when the 
tree fell, museums and institu¬ 
tions showed interest — they 
wanted a piece of the tree," 
Heertje said. 

"But now interest has 
waned. It's unlikely that we 
will be contacted again." 
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...with our travel insurance, including: 

* Pandemic coverage like Swine Flu 

* Coverage up to US$300,000.- 
in case of accidental death 

* 24 hours assistance 

* In case of hospitalization or medical 
evacuation, insured is not required 
to pay in advance. 

AZV doesn't cover your medical costs while traveling 

abroad. 

Buy our travel insurance, 

before boarding. 


For more information: Indira Abath, Tel 582-5500 ext. 36 or email aharuba@chartisinsurance.com 


Summary of the Monthly Bulletin of January 2012 showst 

Aruban net foreign assets increases 


ORANJESTAD - The Cen- 
trale Bank van Aruba (CBA) 
concludes in its Monthly Bul¬ 
letin of January 2012 that the 
money supply grew by Afl. 
45.1 million to Afl. 3,203.8 
million, resulting from an 
Afl. 58.3 million increase in 
net foreign assets (excluding 
revaluation differences of 
gold and foreign exchange 
holdings) to Afl. 1,344.5 mil¬ 
lion at the end of January 
2012. This increase was par¬ 
tially offset by an Afl 13.2 


million decline in the domes¬ 
tic component of the money 
supply, attributed to an Afl. 
17.6 million fall off in non¬ 
credit related balance sheet 
items, due largely to clearing 
transactions. On the other 
hand, domestic credit went 
up by Afl. 4.4 million, on bal¬ 
ance the result of an Afl 8.4 
million increase in claims on 
the private sector and an Afl. 
4.0 million rise in net claims 
of the public sector on the 
banking sector. Commercial 


loans and housing mortgages 
grew by, respectively, Afl. 8.9 
million (+0.8 percent) and 
Afl. 2.8 million (+0.3 per¬ 
cent), while consumer credit 
declined by Afl 4.0 million (- 
0.7 percent). 

The consumer price index 
(CPI) for January 2012 regis¬ 
tered a 5.4 percent increase, 
compared to the same month 
of 2011. The main contribu¬ 
tory components were hous¬ 
ing, transport, and food 
items. When excluding the 



Yourself at 


Office Systems Aruba 


’ :i 


Custom Made Furniture 

* Closets (Walk in & Regular) * Wall to wall book shelving 

* Ertt&rtamnnenf Center* + Kitch&ns 


Fra nkrijkstraat 10 tel: (297 + 583-8373 email: sales@officesystemsaruba.com 


effects of food and energy 
(which partly affect the hous¬ 
ing and transport compo¬ 
nents), the resulting core CPI 
shows a 1.4 percent rise com¬ 
pared to January 2011, that is 
attributed to increased prices 
of the transport components 
excluding gasoline and diesel 
(airline tickets and new cars), 
communication (prepaid tele¬ 
phone cards), and recreation 
and culture (cable subscrip¬ 
tion). The 12-month average 
inflation rate reached 4.8 per¬ 
cent in January 2012. 

The number of stay-over 
visitors totaled 72,020 in Jan¬ 
uary 2012, which is 3.5 per¬ 
cent lower compared to 
January 2011. A drop of 6.6 
percent in visitors from North 
America, which was partially 
offset by a 4.2 percent growth 
in visitors from Latin Amer¬ 
ica, contributed to aforemen¬ 
tioned decline. The decline in 
visitors from North America 
is due largely to the canceling 
of flights from New York and 


Boston by American Airlines. 
The number of cruise visitors 
in January 2012 fell by 2,259 
(-2.3 percent) to 94,917 pas¬ 
sengers compared to the 
same month of the previous 
year, attributed mostly to the 
arrival of smaller ships. 

Tax revenue for the month 
of January 2012 totaled Afl. 
81.1 million, an increase of 
Afl. 14.4 million (+21.6 per¬ 
cent) compared to the same 
month of the previous year. 
Growth was recorded in most 
tax revenue categories, with 
the exception of taxes on 
services ( Afl. 5.5 million), 
which was associated with 
the introduction of the tourist 
levy . Income from profit tax 
and taxes on commodities 
went up by, respectively, Afl. 
7.8 million and Afl. 7.0 mil¬ 
lion. The latter was predomi¬ 
nantly attributed to a rise in 
excises on gasoline (+Afl. 5.1 
million). The turnover tax 
(BBO) rose marginally by 
Afl. 0.8 million. 



Current as of: 
04/04/2012 

Currency 

Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.76 

2.81 

2.87 

Switzerland 

CHF 

194.30 

195.02 

195.82 

Netherlands 

EUR 

231.95 

234.07 

236.42 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.20 

26.28 

27.08 

Denmark 

DKK 

30.50 

31.22 

32.02 

Norway 

NOK 

29.94 

30.66 

31.46 

Japan 

JPY 

214.33 

216.29 

218.46 


(per 10,000) 


All rates for amounts up to AWG 100,00 per item. 
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Visit the Mario Hernandez shop for the finest in Latin 
American designer accessories 



“It’s all in the details,” be¬ 
lieves the owners of the 
Mario Hernandez shop in 
the Paseo Herencia Mall 
“The fine handcraftsman- 
ship and classic styling of 
the Mario Hernandez ac¬ 


cessories have 
placed them in 
high demand 
around the world, 
and we are proud 
to have the only 
MH store on 
Aruba.” 

The cozy little 
shop can be found 
tucked away just 
across from The 
Cinemas ticket 
booth, featuring 
fine quality leather 
goods with a 
trendy touch, the 
best of the current 
Mario Hernandez 
designer collec¬ 
tion. It also fea¬ 
tures a stylish 
selection of the designer’s 
logo unisex shirts and stun¬ 
ning silk scarves. 

The Mario Hernandez 
collection encompasses 
luggage, handbags and 
wallets of every sort, with 



specialized functions. “Our 
men’s accessories are ex¬ 
tremely popular; literally 
flying off the shelves,” note 
the owners. Since they 
opened their doors, they 
have found patrons are 
very impressed with the 
quality and style of the 
goods. 

Mario Hernandez has 
been creating and design¬ 
ing products for over 30 



years; his name is syn¬ 
onymous with manufac¬ 
turing excellence and 
innovation in design. The 
store in Paseo Herencia 
Mall in Palm Beach is 
opened until 10:00 PM 
for convenient night-time 
shopping and boasts the 
latest collection of these 
timelessly styled acces¬ 
sories, each of them hand¬ 
crafted at the Bogota 
factory. 
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Go Karting on Spring Break in 
Aruba 



Are you faster than the 
easter bunny? You have 
to visit Bushiri Karting 
Speedway for the thrill of 
your life on a profes¬ 
sional outdoor karting 
track driving in high 
speed rental go karts! 
Have fun this spring 
break with your friends, 
enjoy a good race, get 


your lap time results, and 
after the race enjoy some 
good food and cold drinks 
at our Sports Bar, Bushiri 
Karting Speedway & 
Fuel Sports Bar & Grill is 
open daily from 10am - 
6:30 pm. Great fun with 
friends and family at an 
affordable price, no reser¬ 
vations needed, just ar¬ 


rive and drive an> 
time of day. 

We have a tota 
of 16 Rental Karts 
10 Adult Karts ol 
270cc 9 Horse 

Power Honda En 
gine tat can reach 
up to 50 mph on| 
our 0.8 profesiona 
Outdoor Track. We 
also have 6 Junioi 
Karts of 160cc 
Horse Power 
Honda Engine 
with Adjustable 
Seats & Paddles 
age for riding the junioi 
karts is 7 till 12 years and 
for the adult karts is 13 
years & up. 

We will see you here at 
Bushiri Karting Speed¬ 
way & Fuel Sports Bar & 
Grill, the place for Racing 
& Fun here in Aruba ! 




Adorable and affordable; 
5 Burgers Aruba offers 
an island twist to the 
great American Burger 


Expatriates from Boston, 
Massachusetts, residing 
on Aruba, Aaron and 
Rosie Walisever are liv¬ 
ing their dream: a home 
on paradise while wel¬ 
coming all and sundry to 
their proud undertaking, 5 
Burgers Aruba. Some 
may be quite well ac¬ 
quainted with a nationally 
known U.S franchise 
bearing the name “5”, 
and patrons can expect 
the same great quality be¬ 
tween the buns, but an ex¬ 
panded menu and Rosie 
and Aaron’s fanatical 
dedication to giving their 
customers what they re¬ 
ally want has resulted in 
a unique menu. 


Gouda Burger 2 


“You never get a second 
chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” comments Aaron; and 
upon entering 5 Burgers 
Aruba in The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is struck by 
utterly spotless surroundings 
and a smiling, friendly, atten¬ 
tive service crew. Of course, 
the main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 
made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

Prices vary only slightly 
between regular and small 
(basically 2 patties or 1) with 
specialty items such as Gouda 
Burger, Farmer’s Burger, Man 
Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 
Burger with crispy onion 
rings and BBQ sauce. All of 
these can be personalized 
with an incredible array of 
toppings, (mushrooms, 
jalapeno peppers, bacon, 
cheese, lettuce, tomato... 
whatever the list goes on) at 
absolutely no extra cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron sug¬ 
gests that even their small 
serving of fries, which are 
made from hand-cut fresh 


Rosie and Aaron love their Burger 
too 

Idaho potatoes, is enough to 
be shared by two. He was 
very amused to watch a fa¬ 
mous French chef demon¬ 
strating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a 
gourmet cooking show and 
could only comment “He 
stole my recipe!” Try them 
the English way-with vine¬ 
gar, and you’ll wonder how 
you ever ate fries without it. 
This same 5-star chef also 
swears by Gouda as the best 
topping for the ideal gour¬ 
met cheeseburger. 

If you are a fan of crispy 
friend onion rings, as we are at 
THE MORNING NEWS, you 
cannot leave there without try¬ 
ing their secret recipe batter- 
dipped gourmet rings, made 
from fresh, not frozen onions. 
Unquestionably, the best we 
have had anywhere, and for 
those that like a little spice, the 
fried jalapenos are a real treat. 
Aaron and Rosie have ex¬ 
panded their menu to accom¬ 
modate certain tastes and 
dietary needs; they offer a tasty 
grilled chicken sandwich as 
well. 

5 Burgers Aruba is open 
for lunch & dinner - daily 
hours are Noon to 10-ish; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district for orders 
over $50. Enjoy a great lunch 
without ever leaving the 
beach by calling 586-3904. 
However, we suggest you 
stop by and enjoy their au¬ 
thentic, heartfelt hospitality; it 
is not unusual for the owners 
when things are not too busy, 
to sit and chat while sharing 
their knowledge of the island. 
Totally yummy and fun plus a 
great deal for a quality burger, 
they are definitely worth a 
visit 
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Amazing views over Aruba, 

Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdolr Bar, \ 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tablk rn*uus 

... Bite Kxpepieee non eeor| W 

Situated on the Hill of Hudishibana 
right next to the California Lighthouse 

Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, 

Lunch (11 AM) and Dinner (5.30 P|j 
Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. 

from 7.30 to 9.30 PM. ' ft v JV 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 

and views over Aruba Pictures. 


fARO BLANCO 


estau 


z3r% The Perfect Location 
T'&y m for ALL Celebrations. 


Pl&cvbe/ cxxlb 


=# T-" sse o-zse 

* ¥or iSes ei*vdtixo«« 

*TUF BEST Of IT A LY IN ARUBA 




Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. > 


Real stroll, Chelsea squeeze through to CL semis 


PARIS (AFP) - Nine-time 
champions Real Madrid and 
Chelsea both booked their 
places in the Champions 
League semi-finals on 
Wednesday but in vastly dif¬ 
ferent fashions. 

Real beat the surprise 
packages of the competition 
APOEL Nicosia 5-2 at the 
Bernabeu - Cristiano 
Ronaldo scoring a double to 
take him to 49 goals for the 
season - and an 8-2 aggregate 
win to seal a semi-final meet¬ 
ing with four-time winners 
Bayern Munich. 

Chelsea, though, look far 
from being able to cope with 
holders Barcelona in their last 
four meeting if they repeat 
their performance in the wob¬ 
bly 2-1 home win - 3-1 on ag¬ 
gregate - over a Benfica side 
that was down to 10 men 
after 40 minutes. 

The visitors played the 
more fluent football and de¬ 
servedly equalised six min¬ 
utes from time before 
Chelsea's Portuguese substi¬ 
tute Raul Meireles sealed the 


Blues place in the last four for 
the sixth time in nine years. 

It will be their fifth semi¬ 
final meeting with Barcelona, 
with the Catalans holding a 
3-1 advantage. 

Lampard, though, refused 
to accept that the match 
would be too big a challenge 
for them. 

"You have to respect 
Barcelona because they are 
the best side in the world," 
said Lampard. 

"They will obviously start 
as favourites but we have a 
lot of self belief and we be¬ 
lieve we can beat them." 

Chelsea had looked to be 
cruising when Javi Garcia 
bundled over Ashley Cole in 
the penalty area and Frank 
Lampard squeezed home the 
resulting penalty in the 21st 
minute despite 'keeper Artur 
getting a hand to it. 

It was the England vet¬ 
eran's 22nd Champions 
League goal and 184th for 
the club. 

The odds were stacked 
further against Benfica in the 
40th minute when their skip¬ 



Fully furnished studio apartments , walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 


per for the game Uruguayan 
Maxi Pereira went in studs 
showing on Jon Obi Mikel 
and was sent off for a second 
bookable offence. 

The hosts should have 
made it 2-0 in the 50th 
minute and only Brazilian 
midfielder Ramires will 


know how he failed to tap 
into an empty net from a yard 
out after being set up by Sa¬ 
lomon Kalou. 

Real coach Jose Mourinho 
was happy with his team's per¬ 
formance but reserved most of 
the praise for his opponents. 

"I can’t criticise my team, 


we are here on merit (the 
semi-finals)," he said. 

"For APOEL to get to the 
quarter-finals is the biggest 
achievement of this season's 
Champions League, bigger 
than if ourselves, Bayern or 
Barca win the competion, so 
I am happy for them." 



BIST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


°W 




unicasa 

SUPERMARKET 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH #184 
TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Next to 

L Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 

„ w _ _ ._ _ „ _ _ * Close to the traffic lights 

. Opening hours: E I and high rise hotel area. 

Monday,/Saturda^^jri^^12midnight /Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 
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Beach Boys to open Dodgers game, ahead of tour 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - The 
Beach Boys will sing the na¬ 
tional anthem at the Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers home opening 


game next week as part of a 
season-long deal, the baseball 
club said this week. 

The Dodgers tie-in comes 


as the iconic Californian band 
prepares to start a 50th an¬ 
niversary reunion tour later 
this month, which will in¬ 
clude dates in Japan in Au¬ 
gust. 

The Dodgers deal is to cel¬ 
ebrate the 50th birthdays of 
both the band and the team's 
iconic Dodger Stadium, and 
will include co-branded mer¬ 
chandise featuring the band's 
50th anniversary logo and the 
stadium's 50th anniversary 
logo. 

"It's very special to us that 
we get to celebrate our 50 
years alongside the Dodgers, 
a team we all love," said the 
Beach Boys in a statement re¬ 
leased by the Dodgers. 


"Generations of fans have 
supported our music just as 
much as their Boys in Blue 
and we're very happy to cele¬ 
brate both LA traditions at 
Dodger Stadium this Open¬ 
ing Day." 

Dodgers official Tommy 
Lasorda said the team was 
"so pleased to share our 
golden anniversary with an¬ 
other California icon... 
Singing the national anthem 
any time is an honor, but es¬ 
pecially on Opening Day." 

Lasorda said he was "look¬ 
ing forward to their perform¬ 
ance" next Tuesday, which 
will include a song by the 
Beach Boys and their rendi¬ 
tion of the national anthem on 


the field at Dodger stadium. 

The Beach Boys — Brian 
Wilson, Mike Love, A1 Jar- 
dine, Bruce Johnston and 
David Marks — made their 
first reunion appearance at 
the Grammys in February, 
after announcing their 50th 
anniversary tour last year. 

The tour will start on April 
24 in Tucson, Arizona and will 
continue around the US in 
May, June and July, before 
three dates in August in Tokyo, 
Osaka and Nagoya, Japan. 

The band is also set to re¬ 
lease a new album, and will 
issue a number of commemo¬ 
rative releases in 2012, in¬ 
cluding a new hits collection 
and a career-spanning box set. 




Thin-Crust Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches, Chicken Dishes and more 

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 
7.00AM TILL MIDNIGHT 


★ ★★ Rated Best Pizza's in Aruba. ★★★ 

LOCATED AT BRICKELL BAY BEACH CLUB & SPA ON PALM BEACH STRIP 


For Take-Out Orders 

586-099 

FREE GLASS OF WINE 
BY PRESENTING THIS AD 
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Rivals expect 
Tiger to roar 
at Masters 
once more 



AUGUSTA, Georgia (AFP) 
- Tiger Woods has recovered 
the form that brought him 14 
major titles and rivals at the 
76th Masters expect him to 
produce roars from the 
crowd and at least a hint of 
his once-invulnerable aura. 

Woods snapped a 2 1/2- 
year US PGA win drought 
two weeks ago at the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational, his first 
tour-level triumph since the 
infamous 2009 sex scandal 
that rocked the golf world 
and destroyed his iconic 
marketing image. 

"It was a huge win for 
him to be successful this 
week," three-time Masters 
champion Phil Mickelson 
said. "He’s going to have a 
great week. To have won 
heading into this week gives 
him a lot of confidence. 
Sucks for us." 

Woods, chasing the 
record 18 major titles won 
by Jack Nicklaus, has not 
won a major crown since the 
2008 US Open, when he 
limped through a playoff to 
beat Rocco Mediate, and has 
not won a Masters since tak¬ 
ing his fourth in 2005. 

"From a golf point of 
view, it’s good to have Tiger 
playing well," World No. 3 
Lee Westwood of England 
said. "He encourages another 
level of golf spectator to the 
game. He draws in people 
that might only watch the 
majors." 
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You have gained a lifetime of memories with family & friends on the Island that 
is always happy to welcome you home. Gold Coast is the place for you. 



Luxury Villas, Town Homes ft Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


RENTAL CONDOS ARE AVAILABLE 

Visit us for Your Island Getaway 

Online Reservations Available at 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 



Female suicide bomber kills Somali sports chiefs 


MOGADISHU (AFP) - A fe¬ 
male suicide bomber blew 
herself up Wednesday during 
an address by Somalia’s 
prime minister in Mogadishu, 
killing four people including 
the country’s Olympic and 
football bosses. 

The young woman deto¬ 
nated her suicide belt as 
Prime Minister Abdiweli Mo- 
hamed Ali was addressing 
200 people at the newly re¬ 
opened national theatre on 
the first anniversary of the 
launch of Somalia’s satellite 
TV network. 

Somali Olympic Committee 


president Aden Yabarow Wiish 
and Somali Football Federation 
chief Said Mohamed Nur were 
killed in the blast, which was 
claimed by Al-Qaeda affiliated 
Shebab rebels. 

The prime minister and 
seven other ministers stand¬ 
ing beside him when the 
bomber detonated her explo¬ 
sives, were unharmed. 

"There are four dead, in¬ 
cluding the president of the 
Olympic committee and the 
president of the football feder¬ 
ation," Abdirahman Omar 
Osman, the Somali prime min¬ 
ister’s spokesman, told AFP. 


Seconds after the blast, 
chaos filled the theatre as the 
dead and the wounded were 
slumped on chairs or lying on 
the floor while police es¬ 
corted some of the injured to 
awaiting ambulances. 

At least seven journalists 
were also wounded, press 
freedom watchdog Reporters 
Without Borders said. 

The president of football’s 
world governing body FIFA, 
Sepp Blatter, expressed shock 
at the death of the two Somali 
sports chiefs. 

"I knew both men person¬ 
ally and can only say good 


things about their endless ef- football in their country. They 
forts to promote sport and will be sorely missed," he said. 




































